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UPDATE REPORT 

BY THE DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENT AND NEIGHBOURHOOD SERVICES 
READING BOROUGH COUNCIL                                                           ITEM NO. 11
PLANNING APPLICATIONS COMMITTEE: 5th December 2018

Ward: Whitley
App No.: 180698
App Type: FULL
Address: 448a Basingstoke Road
Proposal: Change of Use of 448a Basingstoke Road to a mixed B1 (a) (1735sqm including 
72sqm of new mezzanine) /A3 (128sqm) /D1 (724sqm) use, with glazing to replace roller 
door (amended)
Applicant: Reading Family Church
Date valid: 26th April 2018
Minor Application: 8 week target decision date: 21st June 2018
Agreed Extension of time date: 21st December 2018
Planning Guarantee: 26 week date: 25th October 2018

RECOMMENDATION

As on main report.

1. ADDITIONAL/ UPDATED INFORMATION

1.1 The description was incorrect on the main report and has been amended.

1.2 The applicant has submitted a QC opinion (attached at Appendix 1), prepared for 
Ultima Properties Ltd, the freehold owner of the site, with regard to the HSEs 
further advice following the committee in September 2018 and the resultant change 
in the officer recommendation.

1.3 As is documented in the main report, officers considered that the further information 
provided by the HSE was a material consideration and raised significant safety 
concerns over the proposed use adjacent to the COMAH site (Proctor and Gamble) 
such that they considered the recommendation should be changed to refusal.    

1.4 Councillors are advised that on 26th November 2018 (following the completion of the 
main report) the HSE formally requested the Ministry of Housing, Communities and 
Local Government SoS consider call-in of this application should the decision be a 
resolution to grant permission.  Therefore, if that were the resolution then the SoS 
would need to be provided with a period to consider whether to call in the 
application under S77 of the 1990 Town and Country Planning Act.  As there is no 
formal time period under this section of the Act, officers are suggesting an initial 21 
day period.  However, councillors should be aware that there are powers for the SoS 
to issue a stop notice to the LPA to prevent a decision on the planning application 
from being issued if the SoS has not reached a decision and requires further time to 
consider the matter.  
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APPENDIX 1: QC ADVICE FOR ULTIMA PROPERTIES Ltd
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